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INTERNATIONAL

Hundreds Of Millions Of Life
Years Lost To Pandemic : WHO

GENEVA : (AGENCY)

Switzerland: Nearly 337
million life years were lost
in the two first years of the
Covid-19 pandemic, as mil-
lions of peopk died prema-
turely, the World Health
Organization said on Friday.
The UN health agency's
annual  word  statistics
report also showed a
swelling threat from non-
communicable  diseases
(NCDs) such as heart dis-
ease, cancer and diabetes.

The most dramatic
finding, based on data up to
2022, was the estimate of
how many years of life
Covid had taken, WHO said
The pandemic has wreaked
global devastation and offi-
cially killed nearly seven
million peopk, with the true
figure believed to be closer
to 20 million. The WHO
report hys bare how the
virus itself and the broader
impact of the crisis abruptly
cut short the lives of mil-
lions of people

Whik the WHO official-
ly registered 5.4 million
Covid deaths in 2020 and

www.opensearch.co.

2021, its excess mortality
data shows around 14.9
million peopk actually like-
Iy died due to the crisis over
that period

Even more striking,
perhaps, it said the statistics
show that during those two
years alone, Covid resulted
in the loss globally of 3368
million years that other-
wise would have been Lived

"[t's like losing 22 years
of life for every excess
death,"  Samira sma,
WHO's assistant chief for
data and analytics, told

Twitter, Google Win Big At
US Supreme Court In
Internet Liability Cases

‘WASHINGTON : {AGENCY)

Social media platforms
Twitter and Google regis-
tered a big win in US
Supreme Court on
Thursday as the court side-
stepped chims that internet
companies can be hed
accountabke for the content
posted on their sites, The
Hill reported The judges
debated two cases in which
the families of terrorist
attack victims chimed that
Googk and Twitter should
be held accountabe for aid-
ing and abetting ISIS,
which resulted in the
death of their loved ones.

After the legal accu-
sations, Googke claimed
that it was shieked from
all of it by Section 230 of
the  Communications
Decency Act passed in
1996 to stop internet
service providers from
being held accountabk for
third-party  information
uploaded on their websites,

However, the court
decided on Thursday that
neither company had any
underlying obligation to
require the protections,

avoiding becoming
involved in the contentious
Section 230 argument

according to The Hill

In the Twiter case,
conservative Justice
Chrence Thomas wrote for
a unanimous jury that the
phintiffs' chims came "far
short of plausibly alleging
that defendants aided and
abetted the Reina attack.

The incident dates back
to the time when an ISIS-
linked attacker opened fire
at the Reinanightclubin the
Ortakoy neighbourhood of
Istanbul, Turkey, onJanuary

1, 2017, killing at least 38
people, along with Nawras
Abssaf. Hundreds of peopke
had been enjoying New
Year's Day there when the
incident took place.

The family of Abssaf
filed a lwsuit against
Twitter and other tech com-
panies, chiming they did
not do enough to combat
the terrorist organisation.

According to The Hill
similar facts were given in
the Googk case. The family
of US citizen Nohemi

Gonzakz, who perished in

an 8IS attack in 2015 in
Paris, fild a Bwsuit against
Google over its alkged
YouTube recommendations
of pro-I5I3 films. Halimah
DelLaine Prado, general
counsel of Google, stated
that the decision "will reas-
sure the countess compa-
nies, schohrs, content cre-
ators, and civil society
organisations who joined
us in this case.’

"Well continue our
work to safeguard free
expression online, combat
harmful content and sup-
port businesses and cre-
ators who benefit from the
internet®  Prado  said,
according to The Hill
Evidently, the two rulings do
not settle the kgal dispute
over Section 230's applica-
tion. Internet businesses of
all sizes are shieded.

reporters ahead of the
lunch.
"Significant inequities
underpin the distribution of
Covid-19 cases and deaths,
as well as access to vaccina-
tions" the report said The
WHO warned that the pan-
demic had helped throw off-
track many health-related
indicaters that had been
improving for years

During the first two
decades of the century, the
worlkd saw  significant
improvements in maternal
and child health, with

deaths falling by one-third
and one-half respectively.
The incidence of infec-
tious diseases like HIV,
tuberculosis and malaria
also declined significantly,
as did the risk of premature
death from NCDs, Global life
expectance rose from 67
years in 2000 to 73 in 2019,
But after the pandemic hit
existing inequalities in
access  to  high-quality
health care, routine immu-
nisations and financial pro-
tection deepened among
other things sending the
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long improving wends on
malaria and TB in the oppo-
site direction. And while the
world still enjoys health
progress overall the share
of deaths caused each year
by NCDs has grown, the
study showed In 2000,
around 61 percent of global
deaths annually were linked
to NCDs. By 2019, almost 74
percent were, "If this trend
continues, NCDs are pro-
jected to account for about
86 percent of the 90 million
annual deaths by mid-centu-
ry!" WHO said in a state-
ment. "The report sends a
stark message on the threat
of noncommunicable dis-
eases, which ke an
immense and increasing
toll* WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom  Ghebreyesus
said The findings, he said,
show the need for "a sub-
stantial increase in irvest-
ments in health and health
systems to get back on track
towards the Sustainable
Development Goals."

NCD  deaths  were
increasing despite a reduc-
tion in exposure to many
health risks.
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At G7 Summit, US To Unveil New Sanctions
Targeting Russia Over Ukraine

HIROSHIMA: (AGENCY)

The United Sates and the
rest of the "Group of Seven’
major  economies  will
urveil new sanctions and
export controls targeting
Russia over its war against
Ukraine, a US. official said
ahead of a G7 summit in
Japan. G7 kaders are gath-
ering in Hiroshima on
Friday with the imasion of
Ukraine, now in its second
year, high on the agenda.
The US. has spearheaded
tough sanctions on Russian
comparies, banks and indi-
viduals, and the coming
announcement is designed
to reaffirm world powers'
resolve to support Ukraine
and squeeze Moscow.

AUS, official speaking
to reporters on Thursday
ahead of the gathering said
the G7's latest efforts were
aimed at  disrupting
Russia's ability to get mate-
rials it needs for the battle-
fiel, close loopholkes used to
evade sanctions, further
reduce international
reliance on Russian energy,
and narrow Moscow's
access to the international
financial system

"Qur commitment to
continue  tightening the

Pakistan Investors Brace For Thunderbolt
As Imran Khan Tests Army

PAKISTAN : {AGENCY)

Pakistan investers are brac-
ing for a sudden jolt as for-
mer premier Imran Khan's
showdown with the power-
ful miliary, and the govern-
ment, reaches a tipping
point. Warnings of a mas-
sive drop in the rupee are
flaring up, with some ana-
lysts forecasting another
20% decline is possibk.
Heightened tensions after
Khan's arrest bst week may
push an International
Monetary Fund's $6.7 bil-
lion bailout further out of
reach, with bond managers
staring at the specter of a
sovereign default. Khan,
who was lter released by
the top court; is chalknging
the military's influence in
politics and pushing the
government to hold early
ekections. Risks are rapidly
increasing for investors as
the upheaval is a potent
reminder of the nation's his-
tory with three coups since
1958 while an apparent
assassination attempt on
the 70-year-old politician in
November  underscored
that vioknce may intensify.

"To be invested in
Pakistan means you should
be prepared for bigger
risks," said Edwin
Gutierrez, head of emerg-
ing-market sovereign debt
at abrdn pl;, a long-time
investor in the nation.
"Black swans are a bigger
probability.” Moody's
Investors Service said this
month the nation may
default after June if it fails to
secure IMF funding, In
February, the company
downgraded Pakistan's sov-
ereign credit rating to an

alltime low Pakistan's
external debt service is esti-
mated at about $22 billion
for fiscal year 2024, which
begins in July according to
Columbia  Threadneedk
Investments, about five

times the nation's foreign-
exchange reserves. Bond
INVEStors are growing more

nervous, with the extra
yied they demand to hokd
Pakistan's dollar bonds over
US Treasuries climbing
above 35 percentage poins
to a record this month,
Pakistan's dollar bonds are
wrading at distressed levels,
with notes due in 2031
quoted at about 34 cents on
the dollar.

The rupee slid to a
record-low 299 per dollar at
close last week and ended at
285.6 on Thursday. The cur-
rency has lost about 20%
this year, among the worst
performers in the world
Khan said he fears another
arrest after police sur-
rounded his home in Punjab
province on Wednesday,
stoking concerns of a
repeat of the viokent chshes

last week. Authorities now
say they intend to search
his home for supporters
who were suspected of
attacking miliary facilities
during the unrest. Police
gates block a main road
kading to the residence of
Pakistan's former premier
Imran Khan in Lahore,

Pakistan. "Ary worsening of
the political environment
such as the imposition of
martial law could deter the
IME" said Patrick Curran, a
senior  economist  at
Tellimer based in Portland
Maine, "Default risk will
continue to lom karge and
bonds and the currency will
remain under pressure’
The rupee may slump
to as lowas 350 per dolbr in
June if Pakistan fails to
secure the loar, said Adil
Ghaffar, chief executive offi-
cer at Premier Financial
Services Pvt in Karachi,
wheo carrectly predicted the
currency may decline to
current levels in January
Standard Chartered Pl
meanwhile, is sticking to its
call for the rupee to decline

Why African Diamonds On King Charks' Crown Are Unlikely To

‘WASHINGTON : (AGENCY)

Opera singer Pretty Yende
and foreign minister Nakdi
Pandor were not the only
South African presence at
the coronation of King
Charles 111, Also there were
the stones cut from the
Cullinan  diameond,  the
lrgest gem-quality rough
diamond ever found The
Cullinan, named after
Thomas Cullinan, the chair-
man of the mining comparny
thatfound it in South Africa,
was mined in 1905 and was
bought by the Transvaal
colony's government for
presentation  to  King
Edward VII in 1907, It was
cut into mine stores and
another 97 fragments. The
largest of these, Cullinan 1,
known as the Star of Africa,
was set at the top of the
sceptre  presented  to
Charles during the corona-
tion ceremomny. Cullinan Z is
set inthe front of the crown
he wore. Other stones are in
the possession of Britain's

royal family too or on dis-
play in the Tower of London.
The coromation has kd to
renewed calls for the return
of the stones to South
Africa. These calls are part
of the growing demands by
former colonial people for
the return of the cultural
arefacts removed from
their countries by colonial
powers, What are the justi-
fications for the return of
the Cullinan diamonds?
What are the complica-
tions? And what is the likeli-
hood of return? Prior to the
coronation, there were calls
for the return of the dia-
monds to South Africa. The
Economic Freedom
Fighters, the country's third
largest political party, kd in
calling for them to come
home. And so has African
Transformation
Movement's member of
parliament,  Vuyolwethu
Zungula. In similar fashion,
Mothusi  Kamanga, a
Johannesburg lwyer and
activist promoted an online

)

petition for the diamond to
be returned It quickly
attracted 8,000 signatures
These demands fall under a
much wicer global conver-
sation about reparations for
items forcefully appropriat-
ed as spoils of war and cul-
tural domination. Various
iterns have been returned to
their countries of origin by
European  universities,
museumns and other bodies
which had acquired them
over decades past Activists
view their moral case for
the return of the diamonds
as unanswerable, but it runs
up against many complica-

tions. Let's go back to 13

1899-150% but to which
“self-government” had now
been returned Botha now

suggested buying the
Cullinan  diamond  for
Edward V1l as a token of the

loyalty of the peopk of the
Transvaal to the king. At
face

had culminated in Boer
defeat but only after a
drawn out struggke which
had kft South Africa devas-
tated About 14,000 Boer
troops had lost their Lives,
and some 22000 Boer men,

Boer's guerrilly forces. Yet
Botha refers to the “loyalty
and attachment” of the

to 300 by the middle of the
year, according to Farooq
Pasha, an economist in
Karachi. "The rupee trajec-
tory remains subject to cen-
siderable uncertainty as
market sentiment is fragik,"
Pasha said "Politics will
remain the key risk in the
near-erm until the ekc-
tions."

Pakistan's dollar stock-
pile, which stood at $4.3 bil-
lion in mid-May, is not
enough to cover ever one
month of imports despite
heavy restrictions, accord-
ing to Bloomberg
Economics. Import cover
fell to the historically low
level of 0.5 menths in
January, said Ankur Shukla,
an analystin Mumbai. It has
risen slightly afer the
nation secured loans from
China

For Johannes
Loefstrand, portfolio man-
ager of the frontier markets
fund at T Rowe Price in
London, stock picking in
Pakistan is mere crucial
than ever. The company is
invested in Systerns Ld, an
information  technology
company which benefits
from the rupee weakness
as its revenue is mainly in
foreign currency Pakistan's
military has long dominated
the political landscape, rul-
ing directly for 32 of the 76
years since independernce
from British ruk and back-
ing many of its civilian
regimes. The South Asian
nation kst had a coup in
1999 when General Pervez
Musharaff came to power.
Though the army vowed
last year to s@y out of poli-
tics, Khan's arrest is casting
doubt on that promise.

Be Returned

Transvaal “people” (by
which he almost certainly
meant only white peopk).
After the war, Botha
teamed up with Jan Smuts,
another former Boer gener-
al Smuts was instrumental
in arguing
London for the

Transvaal which after its
cefeat had been mams-
formed into a colory.
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screws on Russia remains
as strong as it was last year,"
the official said The United
States and its allies, includ-
ing the European Union
and Britain, have continued
to ratchet up sanctions and
exportcontrol pressure on
Russia since the imvasion of
Ukraine began in February
2022. Thousands of targets
hit with sanctions by
Washington so far have
included Russian President
Vhdimir Putin, the financial
sector and oligarchs,
Washington over the
past few months has
cracked down on sanctions
evasion with a heavy focus
on dual-use itemns - those
which have both commer-
cial and military applica-
tions
The latest1.S. sanctions

package will include “exten-
sively restricting categories
of goods key to the batte-
field" as well as preventing
some 70 entities from
Russia and third countries
from receiving US. exports
by adding them to the US,
Commerce Department's
blacklist,

In addition, the United
States will announce some
300 new sanctions against
individuals, entities, vessels
and aircraft @rgeting
“financial facilitators”,
Russia's future energy-
extracting capabilities, and
others across Europe, the
Middk East and Asia help-
ingto support the war.

US. sanctions authori-
ties would also be expanded
to more sectors of the
Russiar economy.

Briefs News

More Than Half Of
World's Large Lakes
Are Drying Up: Study

LONDON: {AGENCY)

More than half of the world's brge bkes and reservoirs
have shrunk since the early 1940s, chiefly because of cli-
mate change, intensifying concerns about water for agri-
culture, hydropower and human consumption, a study
published on Thursday found 4 team of international
researchers reported that some of the worl's most
important freshwater sources - from the Caspian Sea
between Europe and Asia to South America's Lake
Titicaca - lost water at a cumulative rate of around 22
gigatonnes per year for nearly three decaces. That's
about 17 times the velume of Lake Mead the United
States’ largest reservoir, Fangfang Yao, a surface hydrol-
ogistatthe University of Virginia who kd the study inthe
journal Scierce, said 56% of the decline in natural lakes
was driven by climate warming and humarn consump-
tion, with warming “the brger share of that". Climate sci-
entists generally think that the world's arid areas will
become drier under climate change, and wet areas will
get wetter, but the study found significant water loss even
in humid regions. "This shoul not be overlooked" Yao
said Scientists assessed almost 2,000 brge bkes using
satellite measurements combined with climate and
hydrological models. They found that unsustinable
human use, changes in rainfall and run-off, sedimenta-
tion, and rising temperatures have driven bke levels
down globally, with 53% of bkes showinga decline from
1992 to 2020, Neary 2 billion peopk, who live in a dry-
ing ke basin, are directly affected and many regions
have faced shortages in recent years, Scientists and cam-
paigners have long said it is necessary to prevent global
warming beyond 1.5 degrees Celisus {2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) to avoid the most catastrophic conse-

quences of climate change

Australian Police Confirm
Tasering 95-Year-Old Woman

SYDNEY : {AGENCY)

Australian police confirmed Fricay that one of its officers
tasered a 95-year-ol woman in her nursing home, leav-
ing her in a "critical condition” in hospital with a head
injury. Officers were deployed to the residence on
Wedresday after being alerted that the woman was
"armed with a knife", New South Wales state police said
in a statement. "Police attempted to speak to the
woman," they said in a statement, "During this interac-
tion, a senior constabke discharged his taser, causing the
woman to fall and strike her head" it added "The officer's
duty status is under review:" It was the first confirmation
by police that they used a taser on the resident.
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